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myself think, that would be a wise and a generous measure
to which the Government is pledged by its many promises
in the past. I am not entering into these subjects in order
to avoid all discussion, all controversy; and I am. laying
down a proposal which must receive universal assent with-
out any controversy—viz., that the cultivator should be
assured an adequate share of the produce of his land if
he is to be saved from indebtedness and poverty, distress
and famine. I have confined myself to the actual condition
of the cultivator and incidence of the land-tax on the culti-
vator, for in India the cultivator is the nation. Never mind
under what system or under what settlement he lives,
assure to him an adequate proportion out of the produce
of his land, and he is saved, and the nation is saved.
central provinces
But before I leave this subject I must say one word
about the Central Provinces of India, which have suffered
so disastrously in the famine of 1897, and which is suffer-
ing once more under the famine of 1899. The Central Pro-
vinces have suffered more from recent famines than any
other part of India because the land-revenue settlements
have been more severe and more harsh not in their inten-
tion, but in their actual operation, than in any other part of
India. I constantly heard in England, as I have no doubt
you constantly heard in thisi country, of the disastrous results
of the recent revenue settlements in that Province, initiated
by Sir Alexander Mackenzie. But I will not mention here
what I have heard, I will limit my remarks entirely to the
facts contained in official reports, and stated in the House
of Commons by the Secretary of State for India in reply
to questions put to him in March last year, by one of the
truest friends of the India cultivator, Mr. Samuel Smith.

